
Assignment 2:

Summarizing & Reflecting on Psychological Research 

Due:  9pm Nov 27th via Canvas & Turnitin
Late submissions to Connect - 10% deduction per calendar day


The purpose of this assignment is to give you more practice reading, interpreting and summarizing psychological findings. In line with our course goals, this assignment also requires you to connect research findings in psychology to experiences in your everyday lives.  This brief assignment will help you focus on the important aspects of a research article in psychology, to develop and practice essential writing skills, and to reflect on possible ways the findings might be applied and/or impact your existing learning strategies.  

Your task is to:
1) Write a short, concise summary of your assigned research article (600 words maximum).  Be sure discuss the following:
a. Why was this research done? (Intro)
b. What did the researchers do? (Methods)
c. What did the research find? (Results)
d. Why are the findings interesting/important? (Discussion)

Please note that this is a summary, which means that you are to use your own words.  Direct quotes and patch writing are NOT considered to be a summary.  Please see the instructor or your TA if you’re unsure how to properly paraphrase.

2) Reflect on these findings in the context of your own learning strategies (300 words maximum). You may consider discussing some of the following topics:
a. What is your opinion of these findings?  How do the findings relate to your experience so far this term at UBC? 
b. Based on these findings, what changes might you make to your own learning strategies?  
I. If you are already utilizing the strategies discussed by your article, what changes might you suggest for your classmates?  
c. Discuss some reasons why students might not want or be able to implement changes (from b. above) that are based on these research findings.  In other words, explain why it may be difficult for students to adopt the strategies discussed in your research article.
d. Can you identify ways in which your instructors have designed their courses (i.e. assignments, tests, lectures, activities, and/or classroom practices) that are related to the findings in your article?  If not, can you think of any suggested changes to your classes that might help students adopt the learning strategies suggested by your article?
Please be sure to include citations and references to your assigned article (APA format of course).
NOTE:  The word limit for your summary and reflection are 600 and 300 words respectively.  If your summary is 400 words, it does not mean you can write 500 words for your reflection or vice versa.  TAs will stop reading after 900 words.
Formatting:  Please use 1 inch margins, double spaced, 12 point font (Arial, Calibri, or Times New Roman).  

Finding your article

Access Canvas to determine which article you’ve been assigned “PSYC 101 CAP”  Assignments Assignment 2: Summary & Reflection  click on “Determine which article you've been assigned here:”
Download article 1, 2 or 3.  
Tips for this assignment

1. Part 1 is a summary!  If you had 5 minutes to tell your best friend about this study, what would you say about the intro, methods, results, and discussion?  What are the highlights of each?  What can be left out?  
2. Don’t worry about the actual numbers discussed in the results.  Instead, clearly explain the results in terms of the independent and dependent variables.
3. Review the “Tips on Reading and Summarizing Research Articles in Psychology” and the associated article posted on Canvas.  (NOTE: Your assignment should be written in paragraphs) 

Submitting Your Work

Final Draft:  Two-Part Submission Procedure

1. Submit a copy of your final draft (in Word format - .docx) to Canvas by 9pm, November 27th.  Ensure that the file name is as follows:  

Assignment 1_Last name_First name        E.g.  Assignment 1_Parker_Peter
 
2. You must also submit your work by 9pm to Turnitin.com. If you do not submit your assignment to Turnitin by this time your assignment will incur a 10% late penalty, even if you’ve submitted via Connect.  If you do not submit your assignment to Turnitin within one week of the due date, you will receive a 50% deduction (i.e., you will fail this assignment). 

· To submit your paper on TurnItIn you will need to go to turnitin.com, create an account if you do not yet have one, select “enroll in a class”, enter our course ID (22385964) and password (alwayscite), and submit your paper. 
· Be sure that the content of your submissions to Canvas and Turnitin match.   
· Change the file name of your document to “Assignment 2” and remove your name and student ID from the text of the document
· Please save your document as a Microsoft .doc or .docx format before uploading.  

Please note: Information submitted to Turnitin is stored in the United States.  If you are concerned about protecting your privacy, please follow the instructions at the following link:  http://elearning.ubc.ca/toolkit/turnitin/for-students/  

If you choose to use an alias for Turnitin, it is your responsibility to inform your instructor(s).  If your instructor(s) is not informed, she/he may not be able to match your paper to you, which may result in a deduction of your grade.  


This assignment is worth a total of 10% of your course grade. 
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	Assignment 2: Grading Rubric (36 points)


	
	100%
	80%
	60%
	30%
	0%

	Introduction
(6)
	Provides a thorough, clear, and concise summary of the introduction.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a strong understanding of the background and rationale for conducting the study.
	Provides a clear and concise summary of the introduction.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a good understanding of the aim of the background and rationale for conducting the study.
	Provides a clear but
shallow summary of the introduction Some details are missing.  A reader who hasn’t read the article may have a basic understanding of the background and rationale for conducting the study.
	
Provides a somewhat
muddled, unclear and/or
rambling summary of the introduction.  Many details are missing. A reader who hasn’t read the article may have a poor understanding of the background and rationale for conducting the study.

	Insufficient material to assess.


	Methods
(6)
	Provides a thorough, clear, and concise summary of the methods.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a strong understanding of how the study was conducted.
	Provides a clear and concise summary of the methods.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a good understanding of how the study was conducted.
	Provides a clear but
shallow summary of the methods. May include information that is too detailed.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a basic understanding of how the study was conducted.
	
Provides a somewhat
muddled, unclear and/or
rambling summary of the introduction.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a poor understanding of how the study was conducted.

	Insufficient material to assess.


	Results
(6)

	Provides a thorough, clear, and concise summary of the results.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a strong understanding of the primary findings of the study.
	Provides a clear and concise summary of the results.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a good understanding of the primary findings of the study.
	
Provides a clear but
shallow summary of the results. May include some less important results.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a basic understanding of the primary findings of the study

	Provides a somewhat
muddled, unclear and/or
rambling summary of the results.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a poor understanding of the primary findings of the study.
	Insufficient material to assess.


	Discussion
(4)
	Provides a thorough, clear, and concise summary of the discussion.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a strong understanding of the importance/ implications of the findings.
	Provides a clear and concise summary of the discussion.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a good understanding of the importance/implications of the findings.
	
Provides a clear but
shallow summary of the discussion. May include some less important findings.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a basic understanding of the importance/ implications of the findings.

	Provides a somewhat
muddled, unclear and/or
rambling summary of the discussion.  A reader who hasn’t read the article has a poor understanding the importance/ implications of the findings.
	Insufficient material to assess.






	Assignment 2: Grading Rubric (cont)  


	
	100%
	80%
	60%
	30%
	0%

	Reflection
(10)
	Writer effectively and interestingly reflects upon the findings of their article, by thoroughly discussing a) their own/others’ experiences and/or learning strategies, b) benefits and/or barriers to adopting the new learning strategy, and/or c) existing classroom practices or suggested new classroom practices based on the study’s findings. 
	Writer effectively reflects upon the findings of their article by thoroughly a)their own/others’ experiences and/or learning strategies, b) benefits and/or barriers to adopting the new learning strategy, and/or c) existing classroom practices or suggested new classroom practices based on the study’s findings.
	Writer adequately reflects upon the findings of their article and includes some discussion of a)their own/others’ experiences and/or learning strategies, b) benefits and/or barriers to adopting the new learning strategy, and/or c) existing classroom practices or suggested new classroom practices based on the study’s findings.
	
Writer’s reflection of the study’s findings is unclear OR lacking in substance and makes little reference to a)their own/others’ experiences and/or learning strategies, b) benefits and/or barriers to adopting the new learning strategy, and/or c) existing classroom practices or suggested new classroom practices based on the study’s findings. 

	Insufficient material to assess.


	Organization
(1)
	Writing has a clear purpose, information is well-organized and ideas are well-grouped in a way that makes sense.
	Writing has a clear purpose, information is relatively well-organized and ideas are relatively well-grouped in a way that makes sense.
	The purpose of the writing is somewhat clear, information is adequately organized and ideas are adequately grouped in a way that makes.
	Writing lacks purpose, information is weak in terms of organization, and ideas are poorly organized.

	Insufficient material to assess.


	
Citations & References
(1)

	Clearly and consistently
uses proper APA formatting for citations/references.  No errors.
	Consistently uses APA for citations/references.  Only a 1 or 2 slight errors.
	Inconsistently uses APA formatting for citations& references.  Many errors.
	Citations & references are present but do not follow APA style
	Citations and/or reference missing.

	Representation of Content
(1)
	Grammatical and lexical choices accurately represent content. Conventions of punctuation, capitalization and spelling are followed.
	Grammatical and lexical choices represent content somewhat accurately. Conventions of punctuation, capitalization and spelling are generally followed. Errors do not interfere with meaning of content.
	
Grammatical and lexical choices sometimes inaccurately represent content. Conventions of punctuation, capitalization and spelling are sometimes not followed. Errors sometimes interfere with content.

	Grammatical and lexical choices do not accurately represent content. Conventions of punctuation, capitalization and spelling are disregarded. Errors significantly interfere with content.
	Insufficient material to assess.

	Paper formatted correctly (title page, double spaced, 1” margins, 12 point font, page numbers).
(1)

	Perfect - all formatting requirements met.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]1 formatting requirement missed.

	2 formatting requirements missed

	3 formatting requirements missed

	All formatting requirements absent.



